FRAGMENTS OF CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY
(How to be good disciples of Jesus today)
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BEING AS A MIRROR
Being a mirror for a disciple of Jesus means showing Jesus in his life. Jesus is shown in thoughts, desires, will, justice, obedience, truth, faith, charity, hope, prudence, fortitude and temperance.
Naturally the journey is long, Christ Jesus is the unattainable. Every day if we add what is missing, according to the rule of St. Peter, little by little Christ the Lord will be visible not in everything, but at least in a part.
His divine power gave us all that is necessary for a life lived in holiness, thanks to the knowledge of the one who called us with his power and glory.
With this he gave us the very great and precious goods promised to us, so that by through their means you become participants in the divine nature, escaping corruption, which is in the world because of concupiscence.
For this reason, make every effort to add virtue to your faith, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge temperance, to temperance patience, to patience piety and to piety fraternal love.
To brotherly love charity. These gifts, present in you and made to grow, will not leave you idle and fruitless for the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who does not possess them is blind.
He is unable to see and remember that he has been purified from his ancient sins. So, brethren, try to make your call and the choice that God has made of you ever stronger.
If you do this you will never fall. In fact, the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will be widely opened to you. Therefore I think of always remembering you these things, although you know them and you are stable in the truth that you possess.
I believe it is right, as long as I live in this tent, to keep you awake with my exhortations, knowing that soon I will have to leave this tent of mine, as it made me understand also our Lord Jesus Christ. And I will ensure that even after my departure you have to remember these things (2Pt 1: 3-15).
If no path of asceticism is accomplished, not only does one never become a mirror, through which we reflect the perfections of Christ Jesus, plus one regresses and recedes, falling into the vice of sloth.
When the path is started, it must never be interrupted. When one is not a mirror the other sees it, because he does not see Christ in us, he does not see us in the Gospel of Christ Jesus, in his Word, in his truth and in his light.
First the disciple of Jesus must announce the Gospel with his life and then with his words. If life does not announce the Gospel, neither will the words announce it. It is the duty of Jesus' missionary to show Jesus.

BEING AS A MIRROR BY LIVING THE PERSONAL CHARISMA
Everyone is called to be as a mirror for others according to the grace and conformation to Christ the Lord which is given by the sacraments received and also by the particular gifts or charismas received by the Holy Spirit.
Every disciple of Jesus is like a tree. Each tree must produce according to its own nature. The baptized tree must produce fruits of true sonship. The confirmed tree fruits of true witness to Christ.
But also the deacon tree, the presbyter tree, the bishop tree must produce fruit according to their conformation to Christ the Lord. But each of these trees has received particular charismas from the Holy Spirit.
Every tree must produce according to the sacramental nature, the grace of Christ, the love of the Father and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Those who have received the charisma of assistance for the poor must bear fruit towards the poor.
Who has received the charisma of the announcement and the remembrance of the Word, must produce fruits of salvation and conversion, of aggregation to the Church, filling her, announcing and reminding the Word of Jesus.
If the charisma is to announce the Gospel not our wills or our desires, the Gospel must be announced. Fruits are produced. Our wills are announced. The sky becomes of copper and the earth of iron. No fruit.
If the charisma is to fill the house of the Father and the first house of the father is the Parish and for us the Parish remains empty, the charisma is not lived. When there are no fruits it is the charisma that is not lived.
If the charisma is of particular obedience to the Church through the truths of the Gospel, and the Church is not obeyed, fruits do not ripen from our tree. We are not a mirror for others. We are with the charisma turned off.
When a charisma is lived in the truth and in the holiness of the Holy Spirit, it never suffocates the charisma of the other and never extinguishes it. Charismas are always suffocated by the works of the flesh, never by the fruits of the Spirit.
As no tree might produce according to nature if it is not cared for, guarded and protected by the peasant, so no Christian might produce according to his own nature unless he is cared for by the Church.
Whoever is in charge of the care of the trees of Christ Jesus or of his body in the Church is first of all the Bishop. In communion of faith with the Bishop and in hierarchical obedience with him, the parish priest in the parish.
But today talking about these things is not just science fiction, but science fiction, of science fiction, fantasy of fantasy and imagination beyond any imagination. Today everyone wants to live as he likes.
Today is the time of the Christian who builds himself as he pleases. Everyone does what he likes best. We are incapable of a dialogue of salvation and eternal life with those who are the shepherds of our souls. It is the self-taught Christian.
It is the Christian inventor of new ways to be disciples of Christ Jesus. But they are all new ways that go beyond grace, the sacraments, the Gospel, the truth, the objectivity of the Word and of revelation.

THE PRIEST IN THE LORD’S VINEYARD 
The Priest is the presence of Christ the Head and Shepherd of his flock in the community of Jesus' disciples. With the power conferred on him by the sacrament He makes the Body and Blood of Christ. He forgives our sins.
He prepares the table of the Word and breaks with us the bread of the truth of Christ Jesus, on whom our faith, hope and love are founded. He is the heart of Christ who seeks the lost sheep and brings them back to the fold.
Without Him there is no Christian assembly. It is He who makes an assembly of God's people gathered around the table of the Lord. It is He the light from which we must draw the light to illuminate the world.
The priest draws light from Christ, in the Holy Spirit. The faithful layman, listening to his Word, in the Holy Spirit, draws new light and with it he goes to illuminate the world. Light must always be drawn from light.
Whoever wants to know the sanctity of a lay faithful it is enough to observe the relationship he has with his parish priest. If it is of indifference, his holiness is one of indifference. If it is of respect in faith, his holiness is of faith.
If his relationship is one of ignorance, his holiness is also ignored by the people. Saint Francis of Assisi used to say that he first revered the priest and then the Angels of heaven. This is yesterday's science fiction for us.
If we do not see the presbyters with the eyes of true faith, might the Lord ever send priests according to his heart among us? Let’s first give them respect, then we can ask workers for the harvest of the Lord.

THE MISSION OF THE PRIEST
The mission of the priest is not great in the Church, instead it is of life. The Church draws life from the priest. If her children are dead, the priest resurrects them. If their soul is hungry, He feeds it and restores it.
It nourishes it and restores it with the body of Christ and his blood. If their spirit is thirsty for truth and knowledge of God's truth, he quenches it with the divine Word. If the heart is empty, He puts hope back.
When the way of salvation is lost, He indicates it with simplicity and truth. When we return to the house of the Lord dirty with every sin, He welcomes us and immerses us in the purifying waters of grace.
But even these truths are for many fanciful, imaginary and invented fables of the past. Today everyone wants to make himself alone. Every fundamental humility is lacking in being confessed from the will of Christ the Lord.

PRAYING TO THE MASTER OF THE HARVEST
When can we pray to the Lord of the harvest to send workers into his harvest? When we have in our heart, in our spirit and in our soul the purest truth according to the God and Christ of the presbyter.
If I do not know who a presbyter is, I confuse him with an official of the Church, in the Church, if even I the priest do not know what my truth is, I will never pray according to the truth of God so that he sends other workers.
Everything starts and everything begins from the knowledge of the truth. If a presbyter knew what his truth is, he would not sleep either by night or day. He would pray without interruption to the Lord to send other workers.
Unfortunately, today not even many priests believe in their truth. When this happens, the Church enters a spiritual poverty from which she is led to the death of truth and grace in her womb.

AN INVITATION TO LIVE PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Every member of the body of Christ is clothed with personal responsibilities. Thus St. Paul: For the grace that has been given to me, I say to each of you: do not value yourselves more than is convenient, but evaluate yourselves wisely and justly, each according to the measure of faith that God has given him.
Since, as in one body we have many members and these members do not all have the same function, so also we, although many, are one body in Christ and, each for his part, we are members of one another. We have different gifts according to the grace given to each of us: let who has the gift of prophecy practice it according to what the faith dictates; let who has a ministry practice the ministry; let who teaches dedicate himself teaching and who exhorts dedicate himself to exhortation.
Who gives, let him do it with simplicity; whoever presides, let him presides with diligence; who does works of mercy, let him do them with joy (Rom. 12: 3-8). Everyone is obliged to know what his particular responsibilities are.
 
EXHORTATIONS TO AN ORDERLY WORK
What does it mean that everyone is called to work in an orderly way? Order is respect for the will of God. People work in an orderly way, when everyone respects both God's will for himself and for others.
There is no orderly work when a person leaves the limits imposed by the Lord. It is not orderly work when it is carried out without intelligence, wisdom, love, diligence, perspicacity, prudence, humility and great faith.
Neither is it an orderly job when it comes out of the cornerstones of hierarchical obedience, in disregard of roles and tasks. It is difficult to work with order in the Lord's vineyard. It is necessary to put on great humility.

SHORT FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

THE PRIEST IN THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD. Today the crisis that attacks the Church invests every person in her. Satan is cooking us all in his boiler of falsehood and lies. He's cooking us on a slow fire. Every day he adds oil to the boiler and wood under it. All that yesterday was truth today is becoming falsehood. What was falsehood yesterday is turning into truth today. Not even the priest escapes this crisis. I believe that a brief presentation of the essence of the priest should at least be remembered.
The Priest is the presence of Christ the Head and Shepherd of his flock in the community of Jesus' disciples. With the power conferred on him by the sacrament he makes the Body and Blood of Christ. He forgives our sins. He prepares the table of the Word and breaks with us the bread of the truth of Christ Jesus, on which our faith, hope and love are founded. He is the heart of Christ who seeks lost sheep and brings them back to the fold.
Without Him there is no Christian assembly. It is He who makes an assembly of God's people gathered around the table of the Lord. It is He the light from which we must draw the light to illuminate the world. The priest draws light from Christ, in the Holy Spirit. The faithful layman, listening to his Word, in the Holy Spirit, draws new light and with it he goes to illuminate the world. Light must always be drawn from light.
Whoever wants to know the sanctity of a lay faithful suffices to observe the relationship he has with his parish priest. If it is of indifference, his holiness is one of indifference. If it is of respect in faith, his holiness is of faith. If his relationship is one of ignorance, his holiness is also ignored by the people. Saint Francis of Assisi used to say that he first revered the priest and then the Angels of heaven. This is yesterday's science fiction for us.
If we do not see the presbyters with the eyes of true faith, might ever the Lord send priests according to his heart among us? First let us give them respect, then we can ask workers for the harvest of the Lord. The mission of the priest is not great in the Church, it is life instead. The Church draws life from the priest. If her children are dead, the priest resurrects them. If their soul is hungry, He feeds it and restores it.
He nourishes and restores it with the body of Christ and his blood. If their spirit is thirsty for truth and knowledge of God's truth, he quenches its thirst with the divine Word. If the heart is empty, He puts hope back. When the way of salvation is lost, He indicates it with simplicity and truth. When we return to the house of the Lord dirty with every sin, He welcomes us and immerses us in the purifying waters of grace.
But even these truths are fanciful, imaginary, invented fables of the past for many. Today everyone wants to make himself alone. Every fundamental humility is lacking in confessing the self from the will of Christ the Lord. When can we pray to the Lord of the harvest so that he sends workers into his harvest? When we have in our heart, in our spirit and in our soul the purest truth according to God and the Christ of the presbyter.
If I do not know who a presbyter is, I confuse him with an official of the Church, in the Church, if even I the priest do not know what my truth is, I will never pray according to the truth of God to send other workers. Everything starts and everything begins from the knowledge of the truth. If a presbyter knew what his truth is, he would not sleep either by night or day. He would pray without interruption to the Lord to send other workers.
Unfortunately, today many priests do not even believe in their truth. When this happens, the Church enters a spiritual poverty from which she is led to the death of truth and grace in her womb.
Mother of God, Mother of the Redemption, help presbyters so that they see themselves always from the truth of Christ Jesus and in the light of the Holy Spirit. Grant that even the Christian people see them with the purest light in the Holy Spirit according to the truth of the Father.

